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A national initiative supporting affordable housing leaders 
who are improving human health by using less toxic 
building materials.

homefree.healthybuilding.net

http://homefree.healthybuilding.net/


Health and Equity



Hidden Toxins in the Home
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Hidden Toxins in the Home



Toxic Substance Control Act

Regulatory Law



Exposure Pathways

INGESTION | INHALATION| DERMAL



Persistent and Bioaccumulative Toxicants (PBT)
Carcinogens and Mutagens
Developmental & Reproductive Toxicants and Endocrine 
Disruption
Asthmagens
Ozone Depletion Potential (ODP)
Global Warming Potential (GWP)

Chemical Hazards & Health Endpoints



1. Right to know

2. Need to identify priorities

3. Innovation 

4. Accelerates change

The Importance of 
Transparency!

Transparency



Action: 
Prefer products with HPD and 
include HPDs as a requirement 
in specifications

Drive for Change



PRODUCTS CATEGORIES



Products - Paint



Vetting Products



Step by Step 4 - VOC Emissions



Step by Step 4 - VOC Emissions



Step by Step 4 - Summary



Case Study

Homes for America (non-profit) 
New Construction, 3 Story, 63 Unit

Sustainability Requirements
National Green Building Standard

Used –
Sherwin-Williams
ProMar Zero VOC 

Additional cost –
$2,600

Changing Practice –
Now standard for all 5,600 units.



Specs and Recs

Specification Recommendations

Prefer paints that meet the Green Seal-11 (GS-11) standard from 2010 or later 
whenever possible or specify paints known to be free of alkylphenol 
ethoxylates (APEs).

Specify bases with 10 g/L of VOCs or less and colorants that do not increase 
the overall VOC content.

At a minimum, specify paint bases and colorants with a VOC content of 50g/L 
or less.

Look for paints that have VOC emission testing and meet the requirements of 
the CDPH (California Department of Public Health) Standard Method for 
Testing VOC Emissions (01350).



HPN Partnership - EcoGuide

https://ecoguide.hpnselect.com/categories/1


Products - Flooring



Products - Flooring



Carpet
→ No vinyl or polyurethane backing
→ No fly ash
→ No PFAS
Carpet 
→ With vinyl or polyurethane backing
→ With fly ash
→ With PFAS

Carpet



New Formulations of Vinyl Floors
→ Phthalate-free
New Formulations of Vinyl Floors 
→ No intentionally added phthalates
→ With post-consumer recycled content
Traditional Vinyl Floors
→ Intentionally added phthalates
Traditional Vinyl Floors 
→ Intentionally added phthalates
→ With post-consumer recycled content

Resilient Flooring



Linoleum
Solid Wood Floors (pre-finished)
Engineered Wood Floors (pre-finished)
Ceramic Tiles (made in the USA/lead-free)
Solid Wood Floors (finished on-site)
Biobased Floors
Rubber (without crumb rubber)
Laminate
Carpet (no fly ash, no vinyl or PU, no PFAS)

Resilient Flooring



CommonBond (non-profit) 
New Construction, 3 Story, 63 Unit

Sustainability Requirements
Green Communities w/MN Overlay

Used –
J&J Envision Carpet Tile –
Incognito Modular, Index Modular, 
And Kinetex Umbra 

Forbo Marmoleum

Modular And LVT

Case Study



Case Study

Demonstration 
Projects

Products
Flooring

Paint
Drywall

Countertops
Cabinetry & Millwork

Insulation
Flooring Adhesives

Sealants

Baseline 
Specifications

California
Louisiana
Minnesota

Pacific Northwest
Washington, DC 

Metro

Tools and Resources

Courses

Why Materials Matter

Product Level
Paint

Insulation (June)



HomeFree Resources

WEBSITES FROM HBN

Healthy Building Network

HomeFree

HomeFree Campus

INSULATION REPORT AND SPEC GUIDANCE

Making Affordable Multifamily Housing More Energy Efficient: A Guide 

to Healthier Upgrade Materials

Guidance for Specifying Healthier Insulation and Air-Sealing Materials

https://healthybuilding.net/
https://homefree.healthybuilding.net/
https://homefree.healthybuilding.net/education
https://s3.amazonaws.com/hbnweb.dev/uploads/files/Qj5q/NRDC-3084%20Guide%20to%20Healthier%20Retrofit_Final.pdf
https://homefree.healthybuilding.net/reports/12/download


HEALTHYBUILDING.NET

William Weber
wweber@healthybuilding.net
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