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First nationwide U.S. database of evictions

83 million court records related to eviction cases, 2000-
2016 (update pending)

Weekly updates on pandemic-era filings
Covering ~25% of renter households

Data downloads and visualizations are publicly available:

evictionlab.org
justshelter.org
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The Formal Eviction Process

The Five Stages of Eviction
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Encourage HUD to
Collect Evictions Data

HUD needs a push to move this
bipartisan effort forward

https://www.huduser.gov/portal/publications/Eviction-
Database-Feasibility-Report-to-Congress-2021.html

Report to Congress on the
Feasibility of Creating a National
Evictions Database

U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development | Office of Policy Development and Research




HOW BAD IS THE EVICTION CRISIS?




How Big of a Problem is Eviction?

Between 2000 and 2016, landlords filed over 61 million eviction
cases in the United States

In 2016, landlords filed 3.7 million eviction cases, 7 each minute.
An annual eviction filing rate around 7%

Each year, the number of eviction cases far exceeds
the number of foreclosure starts in 2009.
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Loss of Home and Property

Stress and Mental Health: Anxiety,
Depression, Heart Disease, Stroke, Suicide

Hit to Credit and on Tenant Screening
Report

Heightened Risk of Abuse

Job Loss

Multiple Moves to worse homes and
neighborhoods



https://theappeal.org/the-lab/report/erasing-the-scarlet-e-of-eviction-records/
https://academic.oup.com/socpro/article-abstract/63/1/46/1844105
https://www.journals.uchicago.edu/doi/abs/10.1086/681091

Who Is
Most At
Risk?

* Black renters
are the only
overrepresented

group

Hepburn, Louis, and Desmond Disparities in Eviction
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Figure 1: Share of all renters, eviction filings, and eviction judgments, by race/ethnicity. Error bars indicate 95
percent confidence intervals.



The Geography of Eviction
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Variation in Eviction Rates across the Country

1 NORTH CHARLESTON sc 16.5% 91 DES MOINES 1A 3.24%
2 RICHMOND vA 11.44% 92 HENDERSON NV 3.24%
3 93  WESTMINSTER CO 3.16%
4 NEWPORT NEWS vA 10.23%
94 LAKEWOOD co 3.15%
5 JACKSON Ms 8.75%
95 LANSING MI 3.15%
6 NORFOLK vA 8.65%
96 GARLAND TX 3.04%
7 GREENSBORO NC 8.41%
8 COLUMBIA sc 8.22% 97 ORLANDO FL 3%
9 WARREN MI 8.08% 98 TALLAHASSEE FL 2.97%
10 CHESAPEAKE vA 7.9% 99 ST. PETERSBURG FL 2.95%

100 LAKELAND FL 2.9%
Data: 2016



Eviction Filing Rates in Philadelphia (2016
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The
Geography
of Eviction
is Stable
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Most Buildings Evict Rarely

2
X
']

| Sporadic Evictors |

<
X
|

Tucson, AZ
8,752 Buildings
B 295 Buidings

¥
=S
1

3%

2% Stable Evictors

1%

Observed Eviction Rate

0%
2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

Devin Rutan and Matthew Desmond. “The Concentrated Geography of Eviction.” Annals 2021.



Ownership Concentration of Evictions in Philly

* 20 private ownership groups have filed at least 10,000 evictions since
2016.

* This represents 12.5% of all private filings.
* This is a lower bound of the ownership concentration of evictions



WHO EVICTS?
PATTERNS ACROSS OWNER
AND PROPERTY TYPES




Subsidized vs
Market Rate
Housing

VY ESCIAINIRAWV EYARSTANVE:
A large development is being proposed for
5000 Warrington Avenue.

The lot is not zoned for this kind of building, so the owners are
trying to get our approval for construction gin.

e 102 units of "affordable" housing
e But only 25 units below $900 / month

¢ Developer Omni America ranked #4 worst evictor in NYC in
2019

A group of neighbors are holding 2 community meetings to:
* share what we're learning
¢ hear your opinions, and
* chart possible paths for input

Scan o join
email group

Join us:
In-person Online
Sunday June 6 Monday June 7
@ 2PM, open lot at @ 7PM, zoom
918 S St Bernard http://bit.ly/juneTmtg




Philadelphia

Subsidized vs 20.0%
Market Rate
Landlords in
Black

Neighborhoods
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Source: Gregory Preston and Vincent Reina,
“Sheltered From Eviction?”, Housing Policy

Debate (2021) & Unsubsidized Multifamily A LIHTC ® Section 8/202 ® Public Housing




Big vs Small Landlords

e Landlords who own 15+ units file and evict two to three times as
often as landlords who own fewer than four

* Landlords who own 4-14 units evict approximately 50 percent more
 Large landlords file evictions over less owed rent

* Large landlords more often file over missed rent (as opposed to other
lease violations), are more likely to resolve filings without execution,
and are more likely to file repeatedly against the same tenants

Source: Henry Gomory, “The Social and Institutional Contexts Underlying Landlords’ Eviction Practices.” Social Forces 2021



WHAT CAN WE DO?

* Support subsidized housing and emergency rental programs
* Encourage local courts to establish eviction diversion programs
* Invest in tenant relations

WinnCompanies in Boston:

* Evictions cost the company anywhere from $4,500 to $8,000 per household

* They found the cost to preserve a tenancy was closer to $2,000

https://shelterforce.org/2021/12/03/how-one-of-bostons-top-evictors-changed-its-ways/



Over a Third of Families are Evicted for
Less than a Month’s Rent
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